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Incoming Preschool Parent Meeting for Four-
Year-Olds 
On March 30th at 6:00 PM in the school’s choir room, there will be an 
informational parent meeting for children that are 4 years of age by 
September 15, 2017, that will be going into preschool.  The parent 
meeting will give information about the curriculum and assessments 
that are used in the program, go over the days and times of preschool, 
parents will receive the 17-18 school calendar, go over the required 
forms needed (registration, immunization, health, etc.) and answer 
any questions that the parent wants to know about preschool.   

Parents will be able to meet with Mr. Hammen, elementary principal, 
Ms. Brus and Ms. Aquino, preschool teachers, Mrs. Tibben, school 
nurse and Mrs. Fredericksen, elementary secretary.   If you are unable 
to attend please call Mrs. Fredericksen at (515) 758-2213 #121 so she 
can give you information about preschool and to put your child on the 
preschool list.  If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Hammen 
at (515) 758-2213 #138. 
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CARDINAL CHATTER

March 13 - 17 
Spring Break!

Upcoming Events

See the master calendar at home.ecsdcards.com for more scheduled events.

March 10 
7 -12 Variety 
Show @ 7pm

March 22 

Board Meeting @ 6 

March 27 

Early Bird Track Meet

March 30 

Preschool 
Meeting @ 6

http://home.ecsdcards.com
http://home.ecsdcards.com
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MIDDLE SCHOOL WORKS HARD! 
 The 7th and 8th graders finished first semester strong with their Semester Awards ceremony and 
Cardinal Club trip to Sleepy Hollow.  In order to qualify to be a member of Cardinal Club, students 
must not have any grades below a C- and no major disciplinary infractions.  78 students or 80% of 
the middle school qualified to go skiing and tubing for half a day. 

While the middle school years can be filled with many ups and downs 
due to all the physical and emotional changes taking place, it is also a 
time of tremendous brain growth (last seen when they were infants).  
Pictures included here show students holding up red or blue certificates 
for PBIS awards for no majors, no minors and no late work.  There 
were also awards given for individual class or content area 
achievement.  However, the highlight are the honor roll winners.  The 
“A” honor roll is actually divided into two categories: Cardinal Scholars 
with Honor (3.5 GPA and no grade lower than a C- in any class) which 
32 students were awarded and Cardinal Scholars with Distinction (3.9 
GPA and no grade lower than an A- in any class).  Five young ladies 
earned this top award in the middle school (pictured L to R in the 
picture to the right): Cheyenne McDaniel, Kirsten Boyle, Chloe 
Schaffer, Carly Schaffer and Brittany Scar!  The “B” Honor Roll 
included 29 students.  This means that a total of 67% of middle school 
students were on the “A” or “B” honor roll at semester.   

Students also worked on fleece blankets for soldiers as one of their winter service projects.  These 
students keep the middle school teachers, and their parents, on their toes!  Next up will be track 
season with an initial count of 79 students planning on running during the track season (that’s right, 
81% of the entire middle school out for track). 

“A” honor roll picture is on the left (not including the Cardinal Scholars with Distinction) while the 
“B” honor roll picture is on the right. 
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SPRING BREAK is 
MARCH 13 - 17th!  Enjoy! 

PRESCHOOL MEETING 
is March 30th at 6 pm!  

7 -12 Variety Show this 
Thurs., March 10th @ 7



MARCH 6, 2017 EARLHAM COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

!3

Wrestlers Wrap-Up Their Season! 
The VM-E JH wrestlers had a very successful season. The boys won 
74% of their matches, which is impressive since some of these boys 
have never wrestled before!  The boys also wrestled in the Glenwood 
MS Duals which is one of the toughest team tournaments in Iowa 
and placed 6th out of 10 teams. Riley Harger and Collin Mumford 
both qualified for AAU State out of a very tough district. 

Listed are the Earlham Cardinals who participated. 7th Graders: Nic 
Swalla, Max Vandever, and Darrell Matchem.  8th Graders: Riley 
Harger, Tyler Rice, Collin Mumford, Charlie Herrick, Trey Bond, 
Aiden Hansen and Jack Flickinger.   

If you have a 
young child that 
is interested in 
the sport and 
don't have much 
experience 
please reach out 
to Coach Swalla 
or Mr. Hammen.  

The Varsity 
wrestlers included: 106 Colby Wiederholt  37-10  9th grade, 113 Tyler 
Haynes  31-13  9th grade, 120 Zane Dodson  22-17  10th grade, 126 
Cade Costlow  14-8  11th grade, 132 Quinn Corcoran  23-20  10th 
grade, 138 Bryce Cole  19-22  9th grade, 145 Caleb Swalla  43-13 9th 
grade (2nd place for most Majors regular season), 152 Caleb Button 
34-13  11th grade, 160 Colton Golwitzer 28-21  12th grade, 182 Noah 
Hale  28-17  11th grade, 195 Tyler Erdman 15-17  10th grade, 220 
Derek Golwitzer  13-5  11th grade, 285 Derrin Sesker  26-11 9th grade     
WACA Dual Champions and 6 District Qualifiers with two slots held 
by our two Earlham wrestlers, Caleb Swalla (pictured below right) 
and Derrin Sesker (pictured below left).  Both Earlham boys came 
just short of making it to State.  Wrestling is a shared sport with the 
Van Meter school district. 

Earlham Schools Get Graded 
The Iowa School Report Card is a web-
based system to show how each public 
school is performing on certain educational 
measures. The Iowa Department of 
Education releases the reports.  Schools 
receive a score for each measure, and then 
the scores are combined into an overall 
score.  Measures in the high school include 
graduation rate, college and career 
readiness, proficiency status on 
standardized tests, attendance and more. 

Based on the overall score, one of the 
following ratings is assigned to each school: 
Exceptional, High Performing, 
Commendable, Acceptable, Needs 
Improvement, and Priority. The Iowa 
School Report Card can help Iowans stay 
informed and can enhance conversations 
about their schools’ strengths and 
challenges.  

The Earlham Community Schools were 
rated as follows:  

• Earlham Elementary School – 
Commendable 

• Earlham Middle School – High 
Performing (only 6% in this ranking) 

• Earlham High School – High Performing 

In the high school category, only 1% of all 
Iowa schools get to be classified as 
“exceptional”.  The “High Performing” 
category includes 8% of all high schools, 
meaning that Earlham High School is well 
within the top 10% of all Iowa high schools.  
Neighboring district high schools were 
rated as “commendable” (Van Meter, 
Winterset and Waukee) while West Central 
Valley ranked as “acceptable”.  Adel-
DeSoto-Minburn also received a “high 
performing” rating.  

This ranking is not possible without the 
students working hard, and teachers and 
parent teaming together for student 
success!  Keep up the great work! 
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         Pictured above are middle school students who 
participated in the WCAC Honor Band.  Not only were 
they selected for this honor but gave up their no 
student school day, March 6th, all day for band.  
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SOUNDS WONDERFUL 
The Earlham High School Jazz Band earned a 1st Place finish (Class 2A) at the Simpson College Jazz Festival on 
Monday, January 23rd.  Other participating bands included Des Moines Christian, Prairie City Monroe, Woodward 
Granger, and Central Decatur.  Outstanding Soloist certificates were awarded to Elisabeth Evans (vibes), Eva Fisk 
(alto saxophone), Grant Becker (guitar), Austin Griswold (alto saxophone), Garret Taylor (tenor saxophone), and 
Stephen Woolcott (bass guitar).  Congratulations to the Earlham High School jazz band!   

Madison Young (junior) participated in the South Central Iowa Bandmasters 
Association High School Honor Band on Saturday, January 7th.  Hundreds of 
students auditioned in December for a spot in one of 
the SCIBA bands.  Madison was one of only fifteen 
clarinetists selected from South Central Iowa.  The 
Honor Band was held at Ankeny High School, and the 
guest director for the 11-12 Band was Dr. Myron Welch 

(retired Professor of Music at the University of Iowa).  Congratulations to Madison on 
this great honor! 

The Luther College Dorian Honor Band was held on 
February 26-27 in Decorah, IA.  Four Earlham students participated in the 68th 
Annual event under the direction of Dr. Joan deAlbuquerque (Luther College), Dr. 
Linda Moorhouse (University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign), and Professor 
Christopher White (University of Maine).  Participating Earlham students were Grant 
Becker (tenor saxophone), Madison Young (Clarinet), McKenzie von Rentzell 
(trumpet), and Eva Fisk (alto saxophone).  Pictured on the left (L to R): Grant Becker, 

Madison Young, McKenzie von Rentzell, and Eva Fisk. 

Several Earlham students participated in the West Central Activities Conference Honor Band on Monday, March 6.  
The event was held in Van Meter.  Participating students included Carly Schaffer (flute), Morgan Mineart (clarinet), 
Macy Reynolds (Clarinet), Garion Brown (Horn), Haley Tibbs (alto sax), McKenzi Young (alto sax), Allison Beatty 
(flute), Dominic Braet (trumpet), Brooklyn Cutting (percussion), Riley Doud (percussion), Kaitlyn Knight (flute), 
Sam Doud (clarinet), Kristen Boyle (alto sax), Seth Follmer (trumpet), Madeline Janssen (bass clarinet), and 
Cheyenne McDaniel (trombone).  Congrats to all of the students for an awesome performance!

FFA LEGISLATIVE SYMPOSIUM 

Earlham FFA Officers joined Stan Gustafson at the 
Iowa Capitol to discuss agricultural and FFA issues.  
Pictured below (L to R): Dawson Madren, Sadie 
Waldron, Christopher McColloch,  Mr. Gustafson, 
McKenzie von Rentzell, Seth Waldron, Sophie 
Balch, and seated in front, advisor, Zach Irving.  
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT 
Through the brainchild and generosity of the Hayes Family and their Emma K cupcakes, recognition 
and smiles (and some tears of joy) are coming to Earlham District staff.  The two Hayes children, one 
in first grade and the other in third grade, have been showing their thanks to law enforcement and 
fire fighters and wanted to share their thankfulness with their teachers, too.  A fantastic idea was 
born.  Each month, one to two Earlham staff members will be recognized for their outstanding 
attitude, spirit and genuine service to our students, helping our students be happy and successful in 
school.  The chosen staff person gets a dozen cupcakes to take home, as well as two dozen cupcakes to 
share with their class (if a teacher) or with their co-workers if they serve in another position.  Brenda 
McGinnis has graciously added to the celebration with beautiful flowers, too.  Thanks for helping us 
recognize outstanding Earlham staff! 
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SPEECH CONTESTS SHOWCASE EARLHAM TALENT   
Last month the Chatter shared all the large group acts that advanced to State competition.  This month is an even 
bigger announcement: both musical theatre groups received All-State recognition.  The girls’ group for “Chicago” 
received a non-performing nod, while Stephen and Grant’s “Male Duets” will be one of  only a handful of groups 
selected to perform at All-State festivities in Ames.  It should be noted that unlike sports, speech does not have any 
division between small and large schools.  The Earlham men are the only 1A school represented in the entire state 
(and 75% of those selected for performing are 4A schools).  They will perform at the Variety Show, too! 

It is now the individual speech season with contests held on February 25th.  17 out of 23 individuals were selected 
to move on to the State Speech competition on March 11th!  Unbelievable!  Again, these students are competing for 
slots with all sizes of schools.  The speech team is coached by Dan von Rentzell and Ashley Maiers with Brad 
Nesbitt volunteering time for practice sessions.

BRENDA SCHNELL 

Brenda Schnell teaches first 
grade at Earlham Elementary 
and was our February District 
Staff Person of the month.  She 
has taught in our district for 17 
years.  She  is pictured below 
with her student teacher and her 
wonderful class of first graders.

NIKKI LILLY 

Nikki Lilly is currently teaching 3rd 
grade in Earlham Elementary this 
year.  Previously she has taught 1st 
grade.  This is her third year as a 
teacher in the District, but not a 
new school for her as she is a proud 
Earlham Alum of the Class of 2008!   
She is pictured below with her  class 
that shared in her February District 
Staff Person of the month by 
enjoying some fabulous cupcakes.

KAREN HAUSCHILDT 

Karen is our unofficial “Head Chef”, 
and our official Kitchen Manager.  
She has been making delicious 
meals, and those fabulous 
cinnamon rolls and cookies, for 36 
years for the district!  That is a lot 
of meals and a ton of smiles from 
students and staff and a huge 
“thank you” to her for all that she 
does each and every day!  Thank 
you Karen for making a difference!  
She was chosen as our district staff 
person of the month for March.
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PARENT UNIVERSITY/STUDENT SHOWCASE 
Parents and guardians tend to be highly involved and attend elementary and middle school parent-
teacher conferences with near 100% turn-out each Fall and Spring.  However, when students enter 
high school, there is a dramatic drop-off in attendance.  Part of this can easily be explained by the fact 
that almost everything related to progress toward standards mastery, as well as projects and details 
about classes can be found online.  Additionally, homeroom and advisory groups that are so strong in 
the lower grades, just don’t attract great numbers in the high school.   

This Spring conference season, the high school staff switched up one of the days to make it more 
meaningful for students, parents and staff alike.   Parents could choose to attend a variety of sessions 
that showcased students actually sharing what they are learning as well as parent sessions to help a 
parent better understand a teen issue or what their student might learn in a classroom.  Sessions 
ranged from welding to chemistry and biology labs, to jazz music and singing, to art projects and 
learning Spanish, to help with PowerSchool and the new college and career program, Career 
Cruising, to tutorial help in mathematics to culinary achievement and tasting all the way to a 
theatrical performance with everything in between.  In case you missed it, similar sessions will be 
offered in the Fall and will be open not only to high school parents, but any parent or community 
member that wants to see firsthand what is going on at Earlham High School.   A huge thank you 
goes out to those that were able to attend and make our first attempt wonderful, but special thanks to 
the students who gave of their time to showcase their learning. 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Pictures from top to bottom, left to right: 
Welding with Chris McColloch, T-shirt art with 
Kari Coulter, Lactose Intolerance lab with 
Jordan Reynolds, Kitchen Chemistry with 
Jasmine Carpenter & Lily Johnson-Carpenter, 
Saxophone Quartet with Austin Griswold, John 
Tibben, Grant Becker and Stephen Woolcott, 
Culinary Arts with Collin Volz & Nathaniel 
Logemann, Manicotti Prep., Wood Welcome 
Sign with Kate Eckard and bottom left with 
Natassja Reed.
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Get the Cardinal Chatter delivered to your mailbox or inbox! 
We will publish this newsletter monthly throughout the school year to keep our 
school community updated on our progress as a district.  Copies will be 
available at local businesses and it will be posted on the school website, but 
you can elect to have the Chatter delivered directly to your home via email or 
mail!  Simply go online to http://goo.gl/dJ08ds or call the district office at 
758-2214 to get signed up to receive all future issues! 

Looking for more information about our school? Check out our school website at 
home.ecsdcards.com for additional announcements, a calendar of events, the staff directory, 
program information and more.

From the Board Table 
At their meeting on February 15, 2017, Mrs. Rene Nuss shared projects created by the students involved with the 
Earlham Extended Learning Program that were taken to the Future Cities competition held on January 21st.  The focus 
of the contest was to build a city with public spaces. The projects were created by students in grades 6-8.  

The team of Carly Schaffer, McKenzi Young, Molli Davis and Allison Beatty received a Spotlight Award for 
“Excellence in Creative Design of Public Spaces”.  The team of Cheyenne McDaniel, Luke Ramsey, Mathew Brindley, 
Colin Forcht and Mark Cabrera received a Spotlight Award for “Excellence in the Implementation of Moving Parts”.  
The team of Cole Flickinger, Taylor Jensen, Taylor Wolken and Abby Presler received a Spotlight Award for 
“Excellence in Artistic Design”.  The team of Ella Goodrich, Gavin Hulbert, Chloe Schaffer, Kasch Petersen and 
Braydon Hamilton received a Spotlight Award for “Outstanding Work in Combining the Virtual City and Physical 
Model”.  There were 51 teams competing for schools all over Iowa. 

Collin Volz and Karl Heimberger presented their speech contest routine “Who’s On First” from Abbot and Costello. 
The performance received Division I ratings at State Speech contest. 

Mr. Houghton shared the information from the meeting of the Technology Committee which plans to work with School 
Messenger (the company that provides phone and email announcements) to redesign the district website.  In addition, 
the continuation of a lease with Apple was discussed as one of the agreements is coming to an end this summer.  These 
new machines would be in the computer lab as well as many of the teaching staff computers.  The Committee also 
discussed a possible mobile cart for iPads or laptops for the elementary. 

Mr. Hammen presented information about the near completion of the Iowa Assessment in the elementary, the 
professional development being done in reading and math with the AEA consultants and the visit from Dr. Apodaca 
and Dr. Sass teaching students in 2nd and 3rd grade about proper brushing techniques. 

The next School Board meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 22nd at 6:00 p.m. in the school library. 

http://home.ecsdcards.com
http://home.ecsdcards.com

