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Piecing Together a New Way to Learn 
By Cory Houghton, Technology Director 
Earlham elementary students have been walking 
into Ms. Waugh’s technology class with more 
excitement lately thanks to the purchase of some 
LEGO robots.  The robots were recently 
purchased with REAP dollars to supplement the 
district’s STEM (Science Technology 
Engineering and Math) curriculum.   
As with the old fashioned LEGOs, students must 
first construct the robot, and once finished, they 
get to program many of the functions to control 
how it operates.  Collaboration, critical thinking, 
and problem solving skills are developed as up to 
four students can work on one LEGO robot at a 
time. 
The kits come in two versions: WeDo,which is 
for Kindergarten through junior high, and the 
Mindstorms set, (Continued on pg. 3) 
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Upcoming Events

See the master calendar at home.ecsdcards.com for more scheduled events.

March 9 
School Board 
Meeting, 6 PM

March 1 & 3 
PK-12 Parent-
Teacher Conferences 
4-8 PM

March 7 
No School - 
Professional 
Development

March 4 
No School - Teacher 
Compensation Day

Third-graders collaborate to build a LEGO robot 
during technology class.

March 31 
Lifetouch Spring 
Pictures

March 10 
7-12 Variety Show, 6 
PM

March 29 
Incoming Preschool 
Parent Meeting,  
6 PM

March 14-18 
No School - 
Spring Break

http://home.ecsdcards.com
http://home.ecsdcards.com
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FAST Testing  
Students in grades K through 6th grade 
completed their mid-year FAST 
(Formative Assessment System for 
Teachers) testing. During testing, 
teachers listen and evaluate student 
performance while the student reads 
aloud from grade level passages. At the 
winter testing benchmark, 75% of the 
students were on target to meet their 
year-end grade level goal. 

If a student does not meet benchmark expectations, s/he 
receives small group or individual instruction that is tailored 
to the student’s learning needs.  Weekly progress monitoring 
assists teachers in determining if the instructional 
interventions on helping improve the student’s reading skills. 

This approach is one key piece to help our students become 
proficient readers by the end of the third grade and meet the 
requirements of Iowa Code, Chapter 62, Early Literacy 
Implementation. 

Piecing Together (cont. from pg. 1) 
which is for junior high through high school.  The district has 

20 sets of each version.  
Second-grader Kenna Harskamp 
says, "I like that I got to put the 
robot together. It was fun to work in 
a group. I like that you have to try 
and plan a code to move the robot." 
The excitement for the robots 
travels home, too, as witnessed by 
Harskamp’s mom, Mindy. "It was 
fun to see my daughter so excited 
about this project! She loves 
building and creating and I'm 
excited that she and her classmates 
were given the opportunity to work 
with the Lego Robots in Technology 
class." 
STEM education has been a big 
push from the Governor’s office to 
meet the needs of the highly 
technical jobs today’s students will 
find in tomorrow’s workforce.  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Strength & 
Conditioning: 

1000-Pound Club 

Kenna Harskamp 
displays “Milo”, the LEGO 
rover robot she built and 
programmed during 
technology class.

During Physical Education 
classes and sports seasons, 
the weight room is often 
filled to capacity athletes 
training to get bigger, 
stronger, and faster.  A 
handful Earlham student 
athletes recently made it 
into the elite 1,000-Pound 
Club.   

The newest members are Joe 
Harkins (Jr.), Garrett Boyle 
(So.), Gavin Boyle (So.) and 
Brett Gorham (So.).  They 
join current members 
Canyon Hopkins (Sr.) and 
Josh Turnbull (Jr.).   

Admittance to the club 
means a student-athlete can 
lift over 1,000 lbs. in a series 
of 3 lifts: bench press, dead 
lift and back squat in any 
combination of weight.   

“There’s no award for it 
other than you get your 
name put in a case and a lot 
of bragging rights,” Athletic 
Director Chris Caskey says.    

Coach and P.E. Teacher 
Justin Johnson is 
responsible for building the 
weight-lifting program the 
athletes follow.   

Johnson explains, “The guys 
are challenging themselves 
every day in the weight 
room. The program we do is 
all about progression and 
each athlete that commits to 
working out consistently has 
seen tremendous gains in 
their strength and power.” 
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Elementary 
In recognition of National 
Children’s Dental Health 
Month, Dr. Richard 
Apodaca of Earlham Family 
Dentistry in Earlham, 
spoke with 2nd and 3rd 
grade students about the 
importance of their teeth 
and how to take care of 
them.  

Dr. Apodaca, along with Dr. 
Sass and one of their 
hygienists, Amanda, 
provided students with 
guidance on removing 
plaque by brushing their 
teeth for two minutes twice 
a day and to begin flossing.  

In addition they talked 
about how plaque forms on 
teeth from the sodas and 
sweets that kids and adults 
eat. 

Dr. Apodaca also spoke to 
all elementary students 
during this month’s PBIS 
assembly.  He focused on 
ways students can be a 
Responsible, Respectful 
and Proud student and 
citizen in the Earlham 
Community. 

Cardinals in 
Action 

Secondary 
After four years of analyzing, 
observing and researching 
standards-based grading 
(SBG), theory was put into 
action this past semester with 
the secondary staff.  Teachers 
chose one section to 
implement SBG with some 
diving in with all of their 
classes.  Two things trumped 
all decisions: always err on 
the side of students as we go 
through the implementation 
process, and communicate 
with students, parents and 
each other.   

Students have attended 
grade-level specific class 
meetings on the "how and 
why of SBG" as well as Haiku 
(our one-shop grade system) , 
while other stakeholders have 
been invited to one of our five 
sessions we hold each year.   

If you have questions or want 
to learn more about SBG at 
Earlham, please accept an 
invitation to join us at 6:30 
pm on either Tuesday, March 
1 or Thursday, March 3 
during conferences in the 
auditorium.  We appreciate 
your ongoing support as we 
work together to prepare our 
students to be successful now 
and in the future.  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Middle School students 
warm-up with cross-jacks 
during Physical Education 

class.

K-2 students finished the 
Bowling Unit in Physical 
Education class with a 
Disco Bowling Party.

The benefits of movement 
on student learning is 
research-based.  The 
change of pace and 
increase in circulation and 
oxygen primes the brain for 
learning. All teachers are 
striving to get students out 
of their seats during class 
to maximize learning.
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From the Board Table 
One highlight from the Earlham School Board meeting on February 17th, was the presentations from 
students who competed in the Future Cities program in Cedar Rapids on January 23.  The four 
Earlham teams made up of students in grades 6-8 involved in the Extended Learning Program 
(formerly known as the Talented and Gifted program) competed with 40 other teams from around 
the State.  The judging of the students’ projects was based upon their engineering design process, 
project management, research, creativity, collaboration, and inquiry process.  Each team used the 
computer program SimCity to design a fictional city and then create a 3-D scaled model of it. At 
competition, the students presented their city design and explained their choices to the judges. 

The students were very successful. The awards and recognition received are as follows: 

Diamond Ridge (Ella Goodrich, Molli Davis, Chloe Schaffer, Jackson Vandever, 
Cameron Terry) won 2 awards. From Rockwell Collin they won 2nd place in Best  
Community Design and for the Spotlight Award they won Exemplary use of Environmentally Sound 
Principles. 

Fort Bubba (Mathew Brindley, Cheyenne McDaniel, Colin Forcht, Olivia Nicholson, Alex Caskey, 
Jake Willem) scored the most points of all of our teams.  The Spotlight Award they won was 
Exceptionally Enticing City. 

Greenatopia (McKenzi Young, Carly Schaffer, Gavin Hulbert, Kasch Peterson) won the Spotlight 
Award for Exemplary Family Friendly City. 

Milky Way (Luke Ramsey, Mark Cabrera, Braydon Hamilton, Sammy Billington,  Allison Beatty) won 
the Spotlight Award for Outstanding City Sustainability. 
 
The School Board will be meetings in March will be the 9th and the 23rd at 6:00 PM in the school 
library. 
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Get the Cardinal Chatter delivered to your mailbox or inbox! 

We will publish this newsletter monthly throughout the school year to keep our 
school community updated on our progress as a district.  Copies will be available 
at local businesses and it will be posted on the school website, but you can elect 
to have the Chatter delivered directly to your home via email or mail! 

Simply go online to http://goo.gl/dJ08ds or call the district office at 758-2214 to 
get signed up to receive all future issues! 

Looking for more information about our school?
Check out our school website at home.ecsdcards.com for more announcements, calendar of events, 
staff directory and more.

http://home.ecsdcards.com
http://home.ecsdcards.com

